the  next  35  years,  he  said. 

White  himself  also  became  a  church 
planter,  as  will  his  son,  a  recent  seminary 


Journal  of  ■ 


speakers  urge  uni 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  A  pastor,  ?  seminary 
student,  and  the  president  of  the 


family  came  to  Jesus  Christ,"  White  said. 

Twitched  a  radical  change  in  my  father" 
who  five  yean  later  was  pastor  of  a  church 
the  missionary  planted  in  the  remote  town 
and  went  on  to  plant  several  other  churches. 


Executive  Committee  delivered  a  chal¬ 
lenge  for  renewed  commitment  to  unified 
ministry  through  the  SBCs  Cooperative 
Program  (CP)  during  the  2011  SBC  annu¬ 
al  meeting  June  14-15  in  Phoenix,  A z. 

The  pastor  and  seminary  student  were 
part  of  the  Executive  Committee  report  to 


Executive  Committee  President 
Frank  Page  urged  Southern  Baptist 
churches  to  magnify  their  impact  nation¬ 
ally  and  internationally  by  even  a  one  per¬ 
cent  of  budget  increase  in  support  for  CP. 

Kevin  White,  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Loi\gview,  Wa.,  thanked  Southern 
Bapto  ts  "for  giving  so  sacrificially  so  that 
my  family  might  know  Jesus  Christ.  I  am 
the  product  of  your  sacrifice  and  your 
giving  to  the  Cooperative  Program." 

White  was  four  years  old,  living  in  a 
mining  town  of  80  people  in  northern 
Nevada,  when  a  CP-funded  missionary 
.and  repeatedly  witnessing 


Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  The  Baptist  Record 
to  50  issues  per  year,  the  news¬ 
paper  will  not  publish  on  July 
7.  The  next  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record  will  be  dated  July  14. 

All  news  and  information 
to  be  included  in  die  issue  of 
July  14  should  be  in  the  offices 
of  The  Baptist  Record  by  the 
dose  of  business  on  July  7. 

The  staff  of  The  Baptist 
Record  thanks  you  for  your 
support  and  wishes  for  every¬ 
one  a  happy  observance  of 
Independence  Day  on  July  4. 


gi duudie,  wuu  wui  buuii  cii^dRc  m  uiuiui 

planting  among  an  unreacned  people 
group  overseas.  Three  generations  so  far 
because  you  gave.  Thank  you,  thank  you 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,"  White  said 
tearfully,  his  voice  cracking. 

Quincy  Jones,  a  student  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft  Worth,  said:  "Is  our  vision  of 
the  Cooperative  Program  the  Lard’s  vision? 
...Could  the  Cooperative  Program  actually 
be  about  more  than  numbers  and  dollars 
[and]  actually  be  about  a  special  steward¬ 
ship  from  Goa  given  to  Southern  Baptists?" 

The  questions,  part  of  an  initiative 
started  at  Southwestern  by  Jones,  should 
"stimulate  a  greater  awareness  and 
appreciation  for  the  unprecedented 
resources  and  impact  Southern  Baptists 
have  through  this  incredible  mechanism 
for  ministry  called  the  Cooperative 
Program,"  he  said. 

The  initiative’s  goal  is  "to  bum  the 
his'.uric  vision  of  the  CP  upon  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  students  in  such  a  way  that 
we  graduate  with  a  real  commitment  to 
continue  this  extraordinary  stewards!  jp 
of  the  Gospel  given  to  Southern  Baptists 
by  God,"  the  father  of  five  added. 

Jones  said  he  and  his  wife  Rhonda, 
who  was  standing  next  to  him,  came 
from  an  independent  church  background 
and  thus  have  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
cooperative  missions.  "We  look  around 
us,  and  we  get  it,"  Jones  said. 

"We  have  caught  the  vision,  and  we 
want  to  help  promote  that  vision  so  the 


impact  of  the  SBC  will  continue  and  be 
even  greater  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel  as 
we  press  ahead  into  the  21st  century.  So 
we  rnank  you.  Southern  Baptists,  for  the 
investment  in  our  lives  ana  in  the  lives 
of  countless  others  through  your  com¬ 
mitment  to  this  incomparable  steward¬ 
ship  of  the  Gospel  that  we  call  the 
Cooperative  Program,”  Jones  said. 

Page  echoed  mat  sentiment  on  behalf 
of  all  the  annual  meeting  messengers  on 
June  14.  "I  know  all  of  you  could  stand 
here,  and  in  some  way  or  another  share 
the  impact  of  the  Cooperative  Program 
upon  your  life,"  Page  said.  "I  certainly  can 
as  well.  What  we  do  together,  we  do  to  the 
gjory  of  God  and  He  is  using  cooperative 
ministry,  unified  ministry,  m  a  mighty 
way  across  this  land.  Let’s  not  forget  mat." 

Despite  the  level  of  unified  ministry 
underway.  Page  said  the  SBC  has  "been 
headed  in  the  wrong  direction,  in  several 
ways.  Our  convention  is  fracturing  into 
various  groups,  some  theological,  most 
methodological.  1  believe  our  unity  affects 
our  evangelism  and  it's  time  to  come 
together  in  a  principle  of  unified  ministry. 

Tt  is  natural  to  have  an  individualistic 
mindset  and  in  the  21st  century,  that  has 
reached  epic  proportions.  Everyone  thinks 
they  can  do  best  what  they  do  by  them¬ 
selves.  Some  of  our  churches  have  adopted 
a  fortress  mentality.  That  is  sad,"  Page  said. 

"We  need  to  recommit  to  a  principle  of 
unified  ministry.  To  accomplish  this  and 


to  do  better  at  what  we’re  doing  togeth¬ 
er,  we're  asking  you...  and  wore  chal¬ 
lenging  you,  would  you  please  do  more 
than  you've  done  before? 

"Our  Cooperative  Program  ministries 
have  decreased  every  year  for  many  years. 
We  challenge  you;  we  encourage  you  to 
raise  your  Cooperative  Program  support. 
Would  you  do  mat?  One  percent  next  year. 
We  have  churches  that  have  already  said. 
We  will  be  a  part  of  this.  We  will  join  in 
raising  our  Cooperative  Program  support 
by  one  percent  next  year." 

Page  introduced  a  video  showing  that 
a  one  percent  of  budget  increase  in 
Cooperative  Program  giving  from  all 
SBC  churches  would  add  $100  million  to 
the  Cooperative  Progam. 

This  would  allow  hundreds  of  church¬ 
es  to  be  planted  across  the  United  States, 
Page  said.  Internationally,  380  missionar¬ 
ies  could  be  commissioned  to  begin 
reaching  the  3,800  unengaged  people 
groups  worldwide.  A  one  percent 
increase  could  boost  seminary  student 
enrollment  by  16,000  students,  Page  said. 

"I’m  excited  that  almost  all  of  our  state 
executive  directors  have  made  a  promise 
to  move  their  states  to  giving  more  to 
reach  the  lost  in  the  world  as  well  as  in 
their  own  states,"  Page  said.  "Hear  it  and 
hear  it  well.  We  need  a  revival  of  total 
mission  support,  including  a  renewed 
commitment  to  unified  ministry  through 
the  Cooperative  Program." 
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Homosexual  agenda  keeps  rolling 


On.  Friday  evening  of  last  week.  New  York  became  the  of  Poughkeepsie,  one  of  the  Republicans  who  voted  in  favor  of 
sixth  state  to  legalize  same  sex  marriage  when  Governor  same  sex  marriage,  as  reported  by  The  Wall  Street  Journal. 
Andrew  Cuomo  swiftly  signed  a  bill  passed  only  hours  The  moral?  Never  trust  what  a  politician  says.  Look  at  the 
before  by  the  state  Senate  (and  earlier  by  the  Assembly,  the  whole  of  his/her  record  before  deciding  whether  they  deserve 
equivalent  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Mississippi  to  be  reelected.  That's  where  voters  find  the  true  character  of  a 
Legislature)  that  gives  all  the  rights  and  privr'eges  of  marriage  politician,  not  in  his/her  words. 

to  homosexual  and  lesbian  couples.  Secondly,  the  homosexual  political  lobby  demonstrated  in 

Such  stories  have  become  commonplace  in  America,  where  the  New  York  that  it  has  honed  itself  into  a  fearsome  electoral 
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deliver  a  majority  in  favor  of  same  sex  marriage. 

Democrats  and  Republicans  alike  promised  m  their  last  elec¬ 
tion  campaigns  to  vote  against  same  sex  marriage,  but  support¬ 
ed  it  anyway.  "I  know  my  vote  is  a  vote  of  conscience,  and  I  am 
certainly  at  peace  with  my  vote,"  said  Senator  Stephen  Saland 


The  2011  annual  meeting  of 


the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention  (SBC),  which  I 
attended  June  14-15  in 
Phoenix,  Az.,  falls  in  line  with 
the  classic  "bad  news,  good 
news"  scenarios. 
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annual  meeting  was  the  low-  1^1 

est  it's  been  since  1944,  with  UH 

less  than  5,000  participants. 

There  are  many  factors  that 
played  into  this,  but  none  of  the  "outsid 
them  are  especially  dire.  The  our  annual 
combination  of  economic  reports  tha 
shortfalls,  the  cost  of  travel.  Our  public 
and  the  lack  of  any  real  con-  use  some  n 
troversy  caused  many  to  stay 
at  home.  The  news  of  wild¬ 
fires  in  Arizona  and  the  ther¬ 
monuclear  sun  over  Phoenix 
didn't  help,  either. 

•  From  a  purely  nume-ical 
standpoint,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  has  been 

in  decline  for,  oh,  fifty  years  Baptists  at  large.  The  news 
or  so.  That's  not  pleasant  to  media  love  to  quote  some  of 
contemplate,  especially  for  our  more  colorful  con- 
*?se  prone  to  live  In  denial,  stituents.  It  makes  for  interest- 
USA  Today  reported  that,  "in  ing,  if  skewed,  reporting. 

2010,  Southern  Baptists  bap-  •  We  still  tend  to  glorify 
tized  332,321,  or  17,416  fewer  Christian  superstars,  and 
than  m  2009...  This  marks  the  them  are  still  plenty  of  folks 
eighth  tune  in  10  years  that  whW  love  to  try  to  fill  that  role 
baptisms  have  declined  and  •  There  are  more  ideo- 
the  lowest  number  of  bap-  logues  out  there  than  there  are 
fasms  since  the  1950s."  statesmen.  Sometimes  those 

The  secular  news  media  presenting  resolutions  seemed 
love  this  kind  of  news,  to  be  claiming  their  fifteen 
Doesn  t  matter  that  we  are  minutes  of  fame, 
seen  in  our  best  light  in  disas-  My  personal  observation  is 
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they  are  a -changin',"  and  we 
would  do  well  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  and  embrace  that.  I 
noted  that  this  year  there 
seemed  to  be  more  new, 
young  pastors  in  the  hotel 
lobbies  and  exhibit  halls. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  recall 
there  being  a  suggested  dress 
code  from  Convention  leader¬ 
ship  ("business  casual"),  which 
most  people  seemed  all  too  glad 
to  embrace.  1  felt  that  there  was 
a  considerable  amount  of  diver¬ 
sity  among  conventioneers  — 
the  SBC  just  doesn't  feel  like  it 
has  the  cultural  "sameness" 
with  which  I  grew  up.  This  is 
not  a  bad  tiling. 

Now  the  good  news 

•  God  is  building  His  church. 


can  accomplish  mo:  2  together 
than  we  can  separately.  While 
some  churches  have  the 
resources  to  be  their  own 
sending  entity,  Mt.  Pisgah 
Number  Two  Baptist  Church 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  can  do  extraordinary  world 
ministry  through  cooperation. 

Perhaps  in  tne  midst  of  us 
going  to  great  lengths  to  reach 
unreached  people  groups,  we 


one  on  the  tloor  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  can  claim  a  microphone 
and  say,  uh,  most  anything. 
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Messengers 


PHOENIX  (BP  and  local 


eight  resolutions  during  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  on 
June  14t15  in  Phoenix. 

A  resolution  on  immigration, 
which  was  reported  in  detail  in 
the  June  23  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record,  was  one  of  eight 
approved  either  unanimously  or 
overwltelmirtgly  during  the 
momingand  afternoon  sessions 
June  15.  The  other  resolutions  are 
reported  in  this  artide. 

In  an  unusual  move,  messen¬ 
gers  called  to  the  floor  and 
passed  a  resolution  on  the  gen¬ 
der-neutral  2011  New 
International  Version  (NIV)  -  a 
proposed  resolution  that  was 
not  reported  to  the  full  conven¬ 
tion  by  the  Resolutions 
Committee.  The  resolution, 
which  was  overwhelmingly 
approved  by  messengers, 
expressed  "profound  disap¬ 
pointment”  with  publication  of 
the  new  translation  and  "respect¬ 


fully  reouest(ed]  that  LifeWiy" 
not  9ell  the  version  in  its  stores. 

The  resolution  came  to  the 
floor  when  Indiana  pastor  Tim 
Overton  persuaded  messen¬ 
gers  to  address  the  2011  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  popular  translation 
that  his  resolution  said  had 
"gone  beyond  acceptable  trans¬ 
lation  standards'*  regarding 
gender.  His  resolution  said 
75%  of  the  flawed  gender 
translation  in  the  TNTV 
appears  in  the  new  NIV. 
Southern  Baptist  messengers 
expressed  their  disapproval  of 
the  TNTV  in  a  2002  resolution. 

Overton,  pastor  of  Halteman 
Village  Church  in  Munde,  In., 
told  messengers  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  needed  to 
address  the  issue  in  its  role  as  a 
leading  voice  in  the  evangelical 
Christian  community. 


present  Overton's  measure, 
Biloxi  native  Russell  Moore  said 
the  members  did  not  believe  the 
issue  "rose  to  the  level  of  need¬ 
ing  to  be  addressed  by  this 
year’s  convention." 

Moore,  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology  and  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  academic  administra¬ 
tion  at  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  said  the  TNIV 
was  "something  of  a  stealth 
move,"  which  was  not  true  in 
this  case.  He  also  said  the  NIV 
is  not  in  the  same  position  now 
as  it  was  in  the  past,  since  such 
translations  as  the  Holmah 
Christian  Standard  Bible  and 
English  Standard  Version  are 
now  available. 

He  also  said  the  NIV  is  ""just 
one  of  many  Bibles  out  there 

The  committe^i^not  oppose 
passage  of  the  resolution.  At  a 
news  conference  held  later  in  the 
day,  Moore  said.  The  committee, 
of  course,  shares  the  concerns 
that  were  expressed  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  The  issue  was  not  whether 
or  not  we  would  affirm  the  NIV 
and  its  changes  but  whether  or 
not  we  thought  the  current 
changes  were  worthy  of  being 
addressed"  at  this  year's  meeting. 

The  resolution  on  bell  came  as 
part  of  an  ongoing  response  to 
the  publication  earlier  Bus  year  of 
Michigan  pastor  Rob^ll's  book. 
Love  Wins.  Bell’s  Controversial 
book  "called  into  question  the 
church's  historic  teaching  on  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  of 
the  unregenerate,"  as  the  resolu¬ 
tion  described  it 

In  adopting  the  resolution, 
messengers  affirmed  “our  belief 
in  the  biolica]  teaching  on  eternal. 


conscious  punishment  of  the 
unregenerate  in  hell"  The  resolu¬ 
tion  also  urged  Southern  Baptists 


'Conservatives'  meet 

PHOENIX  (BP)  —  A  meeting  of  "SBC  Conservatives"  on 
June  13  before  the  start  of  the  2011  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  annual  meeting  in  Phoenix,  Az.,  drew 
about  20  pastors  and  laymen  who  lamented  the  current  direc¬ 
tion  of  tne  SBC.  Kent  Cochran,  a  Missouri  messenger  from 
Calvary  Church  in  Republic  who  organized  the  meeting  at 
the  Hyatt  Hotel  announced  at  the  outset  that  the  session  was 
on  background  rules,  for  attendees  to  be  assured  their  com¬ 
ments  would  not  be  attributed  to  them.  Such  rules  disallow 
attribution  of  all  comments.  Cothran,  however;  agreed  to  be 

minhvl  nn  fko  rotvxtvl  IW.  - » - J  _ _ 


motion,  ruled  out  of  order,  called  for  a  Unity  Committee"  to 
study  tire  "perceptions  and  realities  about  impact  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  GCR  Task  Force  Report"  which  set  form  a 
number  of  reccTrjnendations  that  were  adopted  by  the  SBC 
during  its  2010  annual  meeting  in  Orlando,  FI.  Coduan 
announced  the  launch  of  a  website,  wwwjbcr2.com,  "to  be  a 
resource  center  for  pastors  and  laymen  who  share  his  con¬ 
cerns  about  where  the  SBC  is  now  headed."  Attendees'  con¬ 
cerns  included  die  Acts  29  church  planting  network  and  rela¬ 
tionships  that  SBC  employees  at  five  North  American  Mission 
Board,  LifeWay  Christian  Resources,  and  Southern  and 
Southeastern  seminaries  have  had  with  Acts  29  leaders. 
According  to  Cochran  et  al  Acts  29  holds  views  regarding 
alcohol  consumption  diametrically  opposed  to  numerous 
Southern  Baptist  resolutions  and  also  requires  its  church 
planters  to  embrace  Reformed,  or  Calvinist  theology. 


RESOLUTIONS  -  Biloxi  native  Russell  Moore  (left),  dean  of  the 
School  of  Theology  and  senior  vice  president  for  academic 
administration  at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.;  Paul 
Jimenez,  chair  of  the  SBC  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  pastor 
of  Taylors  First  Church  in  Taylors,  S.C.;  and  Richard  Land,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville 
discuss  newly  adopted  resolutions  at  a  press  conference  June  1 5 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  at  the  Phoenix 
Convention  Center  in  Phoenix,  Az.  (BP  photo) 

"to  proclaim  faithfully  the  depth  legal.  Obama  and  U  S 
and  gravity  of  sin  against  a  holy  Attorney  General  Eric  Holder 
God,  the  reality  of  fiefi,  and  the  announced  in  February  that 
salvation  of  sinners  by  God's  the  Justice  Department  will  no 
j?™00  alone,  through  faith  alone,  longer  defend  the  law  against 
in  Jesus  Ouist  alone,  to  the  glory  pending  legal  challenges, 
of  God  alone.  •  Called  for  corporate 

The  other  resolutions  repentance  and  prayer;  urging 
approved:  Southern  Baptists  to  seek  "a  life 

•  *.  £e*®rJne<T  Bie  conven-  of  genuine  repentance, 
hon  s  belief  that  all  people  have  Kingdom-focused  prayer  times 
religious  freedom,  meaning  for  sweeping  revival  and  spiri- 
they  possess  the  liberty  "to  con-  tual  awakening,  and  consistent 
vat  to  another  religion  or  to  no  praya  for  specific  lost  people, 
religion,  to  .  seek  to  persuade  missions,  ana  ministry, 
others  of  the  claims  of  one's  reli-  •  Encouraged  civility  in  the 

gion,  and  to  worship  without  public  discussion  of  controversial 
harassment  or  impediment  issues  and  denounced  "the 
from  the  state.'  It  also  called  for  speech  or  activities  of  any  indi- 
prayer  for  persecuted  Christians  vidual  or  group  that  brings 
throughout  the  world.  shame  upon  the  name  of  Chnst 

•  Urged  US.  President  Barack  and  His  gospeL" 

Obama  to  reverse  course  by  The  resolution  urged  Southern 

ordering  five  US.  Department  of  Baptists  "to  speak  biblically  and 
Justice  to  defend  fully  the  authoritatively  with  conviction. 
Defense  of  Marriage  Act  kindness,  and  gentleness." 
(DOMA)  in  federal  oourt,  and  •  Thanked  God  and  those  He 
renewed  five  convention's  call  for  used  in  producing  the  annual 
a  constitutional  amendment  meeting  of  Southern  Baptists, 
defining  marriage  as  only  Ten  resolutions  were  submit- 
between  a  man  and  a  woman. 

DOMA  is  a  1996  federal  law 
that  defines  marriage  as  exclu¬ 
sively  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  and  protects  states 
from  having  to  recognize 
same-sex  marriages  performed 
in  states  whefe  such  unions  are 


ted  for  this  year's  meeting.  The 
committee  declined  to  act  on 
some  but  addressed  others  in  the 
final  resolutions  recommended 
to  the  messengers.  No 
Mississippi  Baptists  were 
appointed  to  this  year's 
on  Resolutions. 


A  new  and  improved  web  site  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  is  now  open  for  business  at  www.mbcb.org,  utiliz¬ 
ing  the  latest  Internet  technology  to  provide  significantly  more  infor¬ 
mation  in  an  up-to-date  and  user  friendly  format. 


James  T.  Draper,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Euless,  Tex.,  is  nominat¬ 
ed  to  be  the  eighth  president  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville.  If  elected,  he  will  succeed  Lloyd  Elder,  who  has  been 
president  of  die  Southern  Baptist  publishing  house  since  1984. 


The  annual  Queens'  Court  was  held  'at  Camp  Garaywa  June  24  - 
26,  with  approximately  200  girls,  members  of  the  Girl's  Auxiliary 
who  have  reachW  the  rank  of  Queen,  participating. 
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Jesus  Chnst 

on© 

Requests  the 

Honor  of 


Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4,  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (J 
receive  Christ  as  my  Summ¬ 
and  Lord.) 

“ But  as  many  as  received  hint, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


June  30,  2011 


■  The  Baptist  Record 
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By  Charles  Mara.  1932  2004 
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In  the  middle  of  June  2011, 
the  President  announced  that 
he  would  be  giving  out  regular 
tweets  on  his  TWftter  account 
so  that  step  by  step  and  day  by 
day  through  the  campaign  for 
another  term  in  office,  people 
could  follow  him. 

Now  even  if  you  are  not  a 
person  on  Twittet  you  proba¬ 
bly  are  aware  that  it  is  a  soda] 
networking  phenomenon  that 
allows  people  on  Twitter  to 
every  so  often,  whether  it  is 
every  five  minutes  or  five  days, 
give  an  update  on  some  part  of 
their  lives  in  140  alphabetical 
characters  or  less.  Ft  is  Just  a 
sentence  or  two,  a  remark  or  so, 
that  anybody  on  Twitter  can  go 
to  and  check  out  what  is  going 
on  in  a  person's  life.  Personally, 
I  am  just  amazed  by  foe  size 
and  scope  of  Twitter.  It  is 
astounding  to  me  how  many 
people  put  out  to  the  world 
personal  information  oz,  more 
amazing  than  that,  meaning¬ 
less  information,  which  lea& 
me  to  another  step  of  incredible 
bewilderment  and  that  is  why 
people  read  such  stuff. 

I  nave  read  people's  tweets 
telling  what  they  were  eating, 
what  they  were  wearing, 
where  they  were  going,  or 
who  they  just  saw.  Most  of 
the  time  my  thought  is,  "Who 
cares?"  Apparently  a  lot  of 
people  do  because  they  pas¬ 
sionately  and  feverishly  fol¬ 
low  the  stuff.  Now  since  the 
President  is  on  Twitter,  you 
would  assume  that  probably 
people  will  be  following  his 
travels  or  his  thoughts  more 
than  anyone  else  with  a 
Twitter  account.  That  is  not 
the  case!  In  fact.  President 
Barack  Obama  is  number 
three  of  the  most  followed 


Don't  Miss  these  Two  Tk 
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T 'lire 


Jim  Futnil,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  )ohn  Seven:  Seven 


CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOUR  TO  WASHINGTON  D  C. 

Sept  5-13 


RAMBLING  IN  THE  ROCKIES 

Aug.  12-24 


\  PURPOSE  DRIVEN  TOURS 
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persons  on  Twitter.  Who 
could  possibly  have  more 
people  following  them? 

Now  hold  on  Id  your  seat 
and  get  this.  Number  one  is 
Lady  Gaga.  Number  two  is 
Justin  Bieoet  The  most  power¬ 
ful  position  on  foe  planet  foe 
President  of  the  United  States, 
comes  in  number  three  behind 
foe  Gaga  and  the  Bieber. 
Congratulations!  When  I  saw 
that  I  could  not  believe  my  eyes, 
but  it  was  true.  I  thought  about 
a  study  that  I  had  read  many 
years  ago  about  some  sociolo¬ 
gists  who  were  studying  why 
animals  are  such  sodal  crea¬ 
tures.  In  file  study  they  chose 
fish  that  generally  move  about 
not  individually,  but  in  dusters 
or  schools.  They  wondered 
what  made  them  that  way.  The 
answer  is  that  they  follow. 

The  best  I  remember,  in  the 
study  they  took  a  lead  fish  out 
of  the  school  and  operated  on 
the  creature  removing  the  part 
of  foe  brain  that  was  thought 
to  be  the  controlling  mecha¬ 
nism  for  social  activity.  After 
healing  a  bit,  they  put  the  fish 
back  into  the  tank  with  the 
other  fish  in  the  school  to  see 
what  would  happen.  The  fish 
with  part  of  his  Drain  missing 
darted  off  into  a  comer  ana 


underneath  some  debris  to  try 
to  find  a  place  to  hide. 
Intrigue  and  curiosity  took 
over  in  the  rest  of  foe  school  of 
fish  and  they  took  off  after 
him.  Quickly,  he  darted  into 
another  place  to  try  to  get 
away  and  foe  whole  school 
followed  him.  In  short  order; 
all  of  the  fish  in  the  tank  were 
darting  from  place  to  place 
following  a  fish  with  only  a 
part  of  a  brain. 

I  confess  to  you  that  I 
have  never  met  Lady  Gaga, 
but  I  have  seen  her  inter¬ 
viewed.  I  have  seen  her 
clothing  style  and  have 
briefly  seen  her  sing,  jl ay, 
and  perform  on  televit  n. 
If  she  is  being  followed  by 
more  people  on  Twitter  than 
anyone  else  on  foe  planet, 
well,  you  understand  why  I 
began  to  think  about  the 
story  of  foe  study  involving 
foe  lame  brain  fish. 

Here  is  the  focus  of  my 
thought  today.  It  is  not  on  any 
of  those  folks,  but  it  is  on  us. 
Who  are  we  following?  Who 
are  you  following?  Sadly, 
oftentimes  we  reduce  our 
Christian  faith  to  attending 
some  services  occasionally 
and  maybe  even  participating 
in  some  of  foe  church  activi- 
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MCCLENDON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of 
WEST  MONROE,  LOUISIANA  IS  SEEK¬ 
ING  A  PASTOR.  We  desire  a  man  at  God 
to  lead  our  church  and  give  spiritual  and 
administrative  leadership.  Resumes  can 
be  sent  to:  McClendon  Baptist  Church. 
Attention  Kotor  Search  Committee.  206 
Downing  Pines  Rd.  We-  Monroe,  La 
71292  Of  jrgardnerame  am 
HILLCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
FRANKLINTON,  LA  is  currently  seeking 
a  Children's  Minister.  Please  send 
resumes  with  references  to  childrenre- 

sumesahbcfranldinton.com. _ 

EVERYDAY  HOUSE  CLEANING  It  ORGA¬ 
NIZATION  -  PET  FRIENDLY,  'HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED*  601-918^947. 
GATLINBURG  CONDO  FOR  RENT: 
2  bd/2ba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 
pkwy.  $70/nite.  832-922-0401/ 

pdlw4760aatt.net _ 

CULLENQALE  FIRST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  CAMDEN,  ARKANSAS  is 
seeking  a  F/T  Youth/Student  Life  Minister. 
Salary  based  on  experience  and  educa¬ 
tion.  Current  Tbuth  program  averages  45- 
55  students  weekly.  Please  send  resume 
and  if  possible  audio  or  video  to 
bwilliamsacullendaiefbc.org  or  850 

Cash  Road,  Camden,  AR  71701 _ 

TATE  SPRINGS  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
LOCATED  IN  ARLINGTON,  IX,  is  a 
multi-generational  conservative  Southern 
Baptist  Church  looking  for  a  Senior  Pastor 
who  can  operate  in  a  team  approach 
with  pastoral  staff.  Our  total  Sunday 


resume  to  Terry  Jeffries,  Pastor  of 
Administration  at  ferryatafesprings.com 
or  directly  to  the  pulpit  committee  at 

pastorsearchatatespnngs.com _ 

GET  THE  BEST  BATES  ON: 
Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
visit  www.TumerlnsuranceOnline.com 


CASEYVIUE  MANOR-NEWIY  OPENED 
PRIVATE  CARE  HOME.  Nurse  owned 
and  operated.  Nurse  or  cna  on  duty  24 
hours  a  day.  Private  bedroom  and  bath. 
We  accept  ambulatory,  non-ambulatory, 
hospice  and  respite  patients.  Private  Pey 
only.  601-823-0922  Wesson,  Ms. 


FAYETTE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
FAYETTE,  AL  is  prayerfully  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  student  mints!  t.  Resumes  can  be 
sent  to:  Fayette  First  Baptist  Church  432 
Temple  Ave,  Fayette,  Al  3S55S  or  by  e- 

maif  to:  scotttt fayettetbc  ore, _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  INC.,  SERVING 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  800-605-2970 
STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
AND  REPAIRS.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 

lackson,  601-502-0202. _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
CONDOS  Gulf  Shores  and  Orange 
Beach,  Al.  Rent  Direct  from  Christian 
Family  Owners.  Lowest  Prices  on  the 
Beach.  Summer  Sped  ii  4  Nights  Eff  Unit 
(2  adults  &  kids)  $627!  . Includes 
Everything.  1,2  ft  3  Bedroom  units  also 
waitable.  Even  lower  prices  for  those  in 
the  Ministry.  205-556-0368  205-752- 

1231.  www.gulfshorescondos.mm 
STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
AND  REPAIRS.  Hopper  Stained  Class, 

lackson.  601-502-0202.  _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
ESTIMATES.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  601  -776-661 7. 

KWttN-S  SIWNG,  JACKSON,  Christian 
ownea.  All  home  improvements, 


roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and 
rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 
Sebren,  owners,  ■  - 
EVERYONE ;  NEEDS  TO  GET  AWAY 
•5*2  Ul  CABINS  at  Lake  Lincoln 
S^2.  ^  Tightly  or  $250.00  a 
^F»deu"s  Gall  601-940*84,  or 


ties.  We  lose  right  of  foe  fact 
that  genuine  Christianity  is  a 
walk  with  Jesus.  To  His  early 
disciples  He  said,  "Come,  fol¬ 
low  Me."  To  those  of  us  who 
listen  to  Him  now  He  says 
"Come,  follow  Me!"  One  by 
one  those  early  disciples  left 
their  nets,  or  left  the  receipt  of 
customs,  or  left  their  families 
and  followed  Him.  Their  pas¬ 
sions  and  dreams  were  set 
aside  in  order  to  follow  Him, 
see  His  vision,  and  be  a  part  of 
His  great  kingdom  work. 

For  century  after  century  the 
call  has  remained  dear  and  the 
response  continues  to  be  noth¬ 
ing  short  of  amazing  as  people 
continue  to  say,  "res  Lora  I 
want  to  follow  You."  While 
Twittering  is  a  phenomenon  of 
sodal  connectivity  today,  all  of 
us  should  keep  m  mind  that 
the  folks  you  follow  will  affect 
who  you  are  and  where  you 
endup.  The  writer  of  Hebrews 
summed  it  up  for  us  in  a  very 
pointedly  and  powerful  way 
when  he  reminded  us  to  look  to 
Jesus,  the  author  and  the  finisher 
of  our  faith.  He  will  bless  you 
and  He  will  keep  you  on  the 
right  path  to  the  right  destina¬ 
tion.  Follow  Him! 

The  author  am  be  contacted  at 
jfi(tral@mbcbx>rg. 
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YAZOO  COUNTY  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION  IS  CUBRENTIY 
ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSI¬ 
TION  OP  ASSOCIATIONAL  MISSIONS 
DIRECTOR.  Please  mail  resumes  to 
2014  Country  Club  Drive,  Yazoo  City, 
MS  39194,  attention:  rr\j  J 
CENTRAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
BROOKHAVEN,  MS,  IS  SEEKING  A 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  CHILDREN 
AND  YOUTH.  Resumes  may  be  emailed 
to  quest ionsttcbcbrookhaven  org  or 
mailed  to  P.O.  Bax  591,  Brookhaven 
MS,  39602. 

THRASHER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
PRENTISS  COUNTY  IS  SEEKING  A  81- 
VOCATIONAl  MUSIC  MINISTER. 
Resumes  can  be  submitted  to  Music 
Minister  Search  Committee,  200  CR 
1040,  Booneville,  MS  38829  or  emailed 
to  douBafcettHwttyahooxxm 
NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
BROOKHAVEN,  MS.  IS  SEEKING  A  Bl- 
VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 
Send  resumes  to:  Charlotte  Newell,  101 7 
Common  Street  Wesson,  Ms.  39191  or 
email  to  wanchar2353ttatt.net 


TRINITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
VICKSBURG,  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 
FOR  A  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  Send  resumes  to  Trinity  Baptist 
Church,  Attn:  Music  Search  Committee, 
3365  Ftorters  Chapel  Rd.,  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180,  or  email  to  trinity6ttnetzere  net 
‘  5,2011. 


HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
PURVIS,  MS.  IN  LAMAR  COUNTY  IS 
ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL 
TIME  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC  Resumes 

may  be  submitted  at  kristittgood- 
hopepurvis.com  or  mailed  to  P.  O.  Box 
1117,Pt»yi*Mr  T9473; 

FLOWOOD  BAiOST  CHURCH  IS 
SEEKING  A  B I- VOCATIONAL  OR 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  to 
work  with  both  the  children's  division 
and  the  Youth  division  as  a  coordinator 
not  necessarily  a  teacher.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Flowood  Baptist  Church, 
1 649  Old  Fannin  Road,  Flowood,  MS 
39232.  For  further  information  you 
call  601-992-6464 


FBC  OtOH,  NEAR  HATTIESBURG 
MS,  IS  TAKING  APPLICATIONS  TOR 
THE  POSITION  OF  SENIOR  PASTOR. 
Please  submit  to  Chris  Broussard,  pas¬ 
tor  search  committee  chairman,  e-mail 
brous_5ttyahoo.com. 


on.  I  love  that  he 
had  the  credibili¬ 
ty  and  the  ability 
to  share  what  hie 
shared  in  a  very 
necessary 
venue." 

Stith  said 
evangelicals 
"should  at  least 
acknowledge 
that  we  have  not 
like  Bryan  responded  well" 
ican  Family  to  the  need  to 
ave  strongly  reach  out  %o 
marks,  two  homosexuals, 
lical  leaders  The  truth  about 
■  homosexual  homosexuality's 
their  support  sinfulness  must 


rents  came  m  the  Mohler  went  on  to  say  it's 

-minute  answer  "clear  that  it's  more  than  a 
n  to  a  question  choice"  and  is  "not  something 
messenger  Pieter  that  people  can  just  turn  on  and 
fabler  had  detiv-  tum  off.  He  also  was  dear  in 
Seminary  report  calling  homosexuality  a  sin.  "We 
xot  done  well  on  are  not  a  Gospel  people  unless 
r  said,  have  tokl  we  understand  foat  only  the 
ruth"  regarding  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
id  have  practiced  gives  a  homosexual  person  any 
homophobia."  nope  of  release  from  homoeexu- 
ality,"  Mohler  told  messengers. 


local  reports)  —  Southern  form  of 
Seminary  president  R.  Albert  from  the 
Mohler  Jr.  defended  his  com-  posed  by 
ments  about  homosexuality  at  Lumpkin: 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  eredtheS 

i _ ic  m_ _ •  *_ 


1.  New  Hope  Church,  2.  New  Providence  Church,  3. 
Harmantown:  July  11  -  Hazlehurst  July  10  -  15; 

15,  6  -  8:30  p.m.;  meal  registration,  July  10, 5  p.m.; 
furnished;  kick-off  party  supper;  5:30  p.m,  classes  6 
Juiy  9,  2:30  p.m.  with  _  -  L  p.m.  Sun.  -  Thuis.;  Fri. 
water  slide,  not  dogs;  night  commencement,  6  JO 

graduation  and  BBQ  p.m.  followed  by  food  and 


Lynn  Ray  Road  Church, 
Petal:  July  8  -  10;  Fri, 
registration,  5:30  -  6:30 
p.m.  with  special  guest 
Joey  Harris,  6:30  -  8:30 
p.m.;  Sat,  10  a.m.  -  4 
p.m.;  Sun,  9  a.m.  -  noon. 


8.  Moselle  Memorial 
Church,  Ellisville:  June 
6  -  10;  attendance,  120 
including  students  and 
stfff;  commencement 
and  meal  Sat.  evening, 
with  200  attending  foe 


4.  Bunker  Hill  Church,  Columbia 


8.  Moselle  Memorial  Church,  Ellisville 


-  — 


5-  Rocky  Point,  Leake  Association 


giuuu,  lit  luidl 

enrolled,  with  approxi¬ 
mately  40  workers. 

6.  Stanton  Point  Church, 
F‘  tchez:  Students  col- 
.  ■  .fed  $320.82  to  aid  in 
disaster  relief  efforts; 
shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

7.  First  Church,  Marion: 
July  11  -  15  9  -  11:15 

_ a.m.;  ages  3  -  6th  grade. 


6.  Stanton  Point  Church,  Natchez 


Vacation  Bible  ScHooi 


Homosexuality  issues  prominent  at  SBC  annual  meet1 


imnwiiiE  mo _ i  w_li _ - _ . _ ,  ,i  .... 


TRADING  VIEWS  —  Bryant  Wright  (back  to  camera),  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  meets  at  the  201 1  SBC 
annual  meeting  in  Phoenix,  A z,  with  members  of  a  coalition  of  les¬ 
bian,  gay,  bisexual,  and  transgender  (LGBT)  groups  who  hand- 
delivered  a  petition  to  Wright  asking  the  SBC  for  an  apology  for  its 
Biblical  beliefs  regarding  the  lifestyle  of  LGBT  people.  (BP  photo) 


Chambers,  president  of  Exodus 
International,  the  nation's  largest 
Christian  organization  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  reaching  out  to  homosexu¬ 
als;  and  Bob  Stith,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  national 
strategist  few  gender  issues  and 
the  representative  of  the  conven¬ 
tion's  Task  Force  on  Ministry  to 
Homosexuals. 

Mohler  was  speaking  a  "Gospel 
message"  at  the  annual  meeting 
Chambers  said.  It’s  certainly  the 
same  one  that  Exodus  proclaims 
and  shares  and  takes  to  the  church¬ 
es.  I  think  what  he  said  was  spot 


Stith  said,  but  it  M( 

must  be  done 
with  compassionate  love.  There 
is  a  great  need,  he  said,  to  be 


Mohler 


I  can  only  evaluate  my  own 
experience  but  my  approach  was 
almost  entirely  negative  and 
harsh”  he  said,  reflecting  on  his 
days  as  a  full-time  pastor.  "One  of 
the  results  of  this  was  that  no  one 
dealing  with  this  issue  would 
ever  have  come  to  me  for  help. 
After  God  changed  my  heart,  I 
discovered  that  several  members 
of  my  congregation  had  family 


members  deal¬ 
ing  with  this 
and  they  had 
never  felt  free  to 
discuss  it  with 
me.  I've  since 
talked  to  many 

sak/tfiey  would 
never  Have  ap¬ 
proached  their 
pastor  for  help. 
We  don't  even 
realize  what 
we’ve  done." 

Saying  that 
Mohler  s  views 
reflect  his  own, 
Stith  said  his 
beliefs  on  the 
Jer  church's 

approach  to 
homosexuality  was  influenced 
by  conversations  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  struggling  with 
homosexuality,  as  well  as  par¬ 
ents  of  those  struggling  with  it. 

^While  I  don't believe  in  the 
genetic  arguments  at  all,  I  do 
believe  in  predispositions, 
which  is  not  the  same  thing  as 
predetermination,"  Stith  said. 
As  Bible-believing  Christians 
we  shouldn't  be  surprised  at 
this  since  the  Bible  makes  clear 
foat  we  are  all  bom  into  sin...” 


Thompson,  pastor; 
shown  are  some  of  the 


participants. 
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Columbia:  Shown  are 
foe  participants. 


5.  Rocky  Point  Church, 
Leake  Association: 
Shown  is  foe  older  youth 
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renovated  nuisery  and  rec¬ 
ognized  Jessie  Marie  Terrell 
for  over  20  years  of  working 
in  the  church  nursery  June 
12.  Shown  rue  pastor 
Charlie  Seale  and  Terrell. 

11.  Dorsey  Church,  Mooreviile, 
held  a  baby  dedication  Apr. 


1.  First  Church,  Cleveland,  is 
hosting  a  simulcast  of  Beth 
Moores  Living  Proof  Live 
Conference  on  September 
10  at  the  B.P.A.C.  (Bologna 
Performing  Arts  Center)  at 
Delta  State  University  in 
Cleveland.  Tickets  are  $25 
and  a  group  rate  is  being 
offered  at  $22.50  for  10  or 
more  purchased  by  August 
8th.  To  order  tickets,  con¬ 
tact  the  church  (662-843- 
2701).  The  conference  will 
be  an  all  day  event  from  8 
a  m.  until  4  p.m.  with  a 
lunch  break.  Doors  open  at 
7:30  a.m. 


Mississippi  Braves  game 
MemoriafDay.  They  met  US 
Congressman  Gregg  Harper 
who  threw  out  the  first 
pitch.  Shown  with  Harper 
are,  front  row,  Devin  Coley, 
Jesse  Fortenberry,  Dakota 
Coley  Christopher  Romack, 
and  Zack  Shamp;  back  row, 
Colton  Yates,  Michael 
Romack,  and  Wyatt 
Fortenberry.  Mary  Evelyn 
Fortenberry,  leader. 

13.  Dorsey  Church,  Mooreviile, 
held  a  baby  dedication 
Apr.  17.  Shown  are  Ed  and 
Britni  York  with  James 
Cohen  and  Charlie. 

14.  Sylvarena  Church, 


'  Carpenter,  Gail  Moore, 
Deborah  Sanders,  Blake 
Plowman,  and  Tabatha 
Sanders.  Seated,  in  wheel¬ 
chair,  is  Faye  Sanders. 
Sanders,  89,  has  been  a 
long-time  Bible  drill 
leader  in  the  church  and 
has  only  missed  one  year 
serving  in  approximately 
25  years  of  drills. 

16.  Mt  Pleasant  Church,  Bogue 
CHtto,  recognized  tneir 
graduating  seniors  at  a  ser¬ 
vice  honoring  them  recent¬ 
ly.  Shown  are  Lindsey 
Bobkoskie,  Kaitlin  Doty, 
Sarah  Moak,  Darcy  Miller, 
Tanner  Britt,  Troy  Allred, 
and  Brandon  Kent.  Tim 
Allread,  pastor. 


1.  DeKalb  Church,  Kemper  Association:  175th  anniver 
sary,  July  17;  registration,  10  a.m.;  worship,  10:30  a.m. 
followed  by  lunch;  Hal  Bates,  speaker;  Steve  Tumei 
and  Young  Believers,  musk;  James  Ruffin,  pastor. 

2.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto:  Revival,  July  17  -  21, 
Sun.,  11  a.m.;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Bru< 

Wayne  Moak,  Calvin  Price,  Wi 
Wallace,  speakers;  Ed  May,  music; 


5.  Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  recognizes  their 
children's  Bible  drillers 
Samatha  Cothran,  Mason 
Herrington,  and  Brianna 
Waget  shown. 

6.  Sunrise  Church,  Carthage, 
sent  a  mission  team  to  Peru 
May  29  -  June  5,  including 
members  of  First  Church, 
Union.  Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

■ 

7.  Fifteen  children  from  Holly 
Church,  Alcorn,  attended 
their  first  Mississippi 
Baptist's  Kk&  Camp.  Shown 
are  the  participants.  Kevin 
Cooley,  childien/youth  min¬ 
ister;  John  Bolet  pastor. 


r  Reid,  and  Leon 
[al  Hatten,  pastor. 

3.  Heucks  Retreat  Church,  Brookhaven:  Homecoming  , 
July  17;  service,  10  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Thad 
Owens,  Jr.,  speaker. 

4.  Hickory  Grove,  Sumrall:  Revival,  July  17  -  22;  Sun., 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  and  afternoon  service;  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Phillip  Duncan,  speaker. 

5.  Tillatoba  Church,  Tillatoba:  Revival,  July  17  -  20;  meal, 
6  p.m.;  worship,  7  p.m.;  Eugene  Walden,  speaker;  Sherri 
Berry,  music. 

6.  Goodwater  Church,  Smith  Cot 

10;  service,  11  a.m.,  followed, 
cemetery  association  meeting," 
speaker;  Mike  Walker,  pastor. 

7.  Sauls  Valley  Church,  Monticello:  Homecoming  and 
revival,  July  8  -  11;  Fri.,  Sat.,  Mon.,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  11  a.m., 
followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  time  of  testimo¬ 
ny;  David  Whitehead  and  Bend  on  Ginn,  speakers. 

8.  First  Church,  Runnelstown:  Revival,  July  10  -  13;  Sun., 
10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Argile  Smith, 
speaker;  John  White,  music;  Chris  Layton,  pastor. 


4.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


i  Homecoming,  July 
covered  dish  meal; 
p.m.;  John  Adcock, 


Pontotoc,  held  a  GA  recogni¬ 
tion  service  May  25.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

Bunker  Hill  Church, 
Columbia,  made  their  transi¬ 
tion  into  tneir  new  sanctuary 
Jtme  19  with  a  dedication 
scheduled  for  July  17.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 
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Wesson,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  May  15.  Shown  are 
the  babies,  their  parents, 
and  grandparents. 

*  _ _ _ 

15.  Slayden  Church,  Lamar; 

recognizes  its  student  and 

*6.  Mt  Pleasant  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 

adult  Bible  drillers.  1 
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Brown  St 
John  H.  Magee 

Mt  Gary  Davis 
Mrs.  Patsy  D.  Reeves 
Mt  White  Malone 

Mrs.  Amie  Mac  Grantham 
Mis.  Brenda  Marsalis 

Wallace  &  Carol  day 
Mary  Marsalis 

Jerry  A  Glenda  Fry 
Mr.  Sam  Marshall 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  William  B. 

«ar-i  i. 

*Ww 

Fay  Martin 

Mrs  Shirley  C  Thomas 
Gladys  Fay  Martin 
Mt  H.  fC  Barron 
Mt  William  E  Barron 
Mt  Greg  Barron 
Mt  Will  Barron 
T.  C  Maxwell 

Cedi  Rhodes  SSCFBC 
Brookhaven 
Mrs  Wilma  McClelland 
Mrs  Arlene  Collier 
Mrs  C  M.  McCool 

Mrs  Kelly  Middleton 
Edward  McCoy 

Mrs  Elizabeth  M.  Curlee 
Mandi  McDade 

Branch  BC  Morton 
Mrs  Maxine  McDonald 
Glynn  A  Jean  Jones 
Mrs  Louise  McGee 

Darmy  A  Bonnie  Jewell 
Clyde  McGehee 

Ms  Sandra  K.  Haynes 
Mr,  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L. 


Ben  Harrell 

J.  V.  A  Nancy  Kiridey 
Edna  Earl  Harrington 

M.  E  (Sonny)  A  Marge 
Newton 

Mrs.  Owana  Hatcher 

Glynn  A  Jean  Jones 
Mrs  Mary  Hawley 

Jimmy  A  Sttan  Hasty 
data  Evans  Elector 

Conway  BC  Carthage 
Rev.  John  Hemphill 

Jerry  and  Glenda  Fry 


NetdaG.  Gilliam 

Mr  Victor  Ferguson 
Mrs  Mamie  Gray  Barlow  Glass 
Glen  A  Dianna  Bowers 
Mt  A  Mrs  Gary  J.  Ferebee 
Mt  A  Mrs  Gwinn  EL 
Gordon 

Sheme  Harthcock 
R.  C  A  Bp'bara  Rice 


Tinsley  BC 
Otha  HUdeibrand 
Nan  Hodges 

Ms  Lawanda  Chandler 
John  Wayne  A  Christye 
VanHom 
Zip  Hotter 

Joseph  P.  Lannon  Family 
Anna  M  (LeeJEtolden 

Mrs  Pat  H.  Stanford 
Mrs  Marvin  Holland 

Mt  A  K‘.s  Hubert  T. 
Kendrick 

Mrs  Quay  Hudson 

Mt  A  Mis  Terry  E 
Champion 
Mr.  Jim  Hukjn 

Ms  Saleta  Hendry 


Dr  A  Mrs.  RicJiard  B 


Warren  Jr 


The  Glass  Family  of 
Pennsylvania 
Mnoe  A  Judy  Griari 
Bob  A  Ruth  Cadedge 
Fatsy  A  John  Douses 
Ted  A  Jamine  Mangum 
Mr.  Malcolm  Gordon 

John  A  Helen  Wright 
Mrs  Modern  Graham 

Daniel  A  Dianne  Smith 
Mr.  Dan  Grantham 

Mt  A  Mrs  J.V.  Parker 
Miss  Flonie  Green 
.,  Ctyim  A  Jean  Jones 
Mrs  Johnnie  Green 

Mrs  Lee  Audit  Jayroe 
Ms  Linda  Pepper 


A.  D  (Shorty)  Jqpes 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Eugene 
Womack 
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^Tui^^5nn?veral  families  from  First  Baptist 
Church  Jackson  planned  a  day  of  games  and  activi¬ 
ties  and  provided  lunch  for  the  children  and  teens  at 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village  Dickerson  Place 
Campus  in  Brookhaven. 


1.  The  Barnards 


Members  of  First  Baptist  Church  Mathiston 
worked  June  20-24,  2011  to  put  on  a  new  roof  at 
O’Neal  Cottage  at  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village 
Dickerson  Race  Campus  in  Brookhaven. 


The  Baptist  Cilildren's  Village  thanks  Buds  & 
Bloom  of  Broolthaven  for  donating  summer  garden 
plants  for  several  of  our  campuses.  Pictured  is  one 
of  the  gardens  along  with  some  of  the  squash  and 
zucchini  recently  harvested. 


Edward  W.  Pendergrast,  retired  pastor,  died  May  10. 
Pendergrast  was  a  graduate  of  Clarke  College  and  Luther 


Dr.  Rory  L*e,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 


Alabama  salons  vote  end  to  abortions  after  20  weeks 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Alabama  has  become  the  fifth 
state  to  enact  a  ban  on  abor¬ 
tions  at  20  weeks  or  more  into 
pregnancy  based  on  evidence 
a  baby  in  the  womb  experi¬ 
ences  pain  by  that  point. 

Gov.  Rooert  Bentley,  a 
Republican,  signed  the 
Alabama  Pain-capable 

Unborn  Child  Protection  Act 
into  law  June  15.  The  measure 
prohibits  an  abortion  begin¬ 
ning  at  20  weeks'  gestation 
unless  it  is  required  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  mothers  death. 

"I  believe  that  life  begins  at 
conception  and  I  signed  this 
bill  to  further  commit  my 
promise  to  protect  the  life  of 
an  unborn  child/  Bentley  said 
in  a  written  statement. 

In  2010,  Nebraska  became 
the  first  state  to  outlaw  pain- 
capable  abortions.  This  year, 
Idaho,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma 


pain-capable  model  sets  the 
benchmark  earlier  than  one 
based  on  fetal  viability,  wliich 
can  be  22  to  24  weeks. 

New  Hampshire  Gov.  John 
Lynch,  however)  vetoed  a  pro¬ 
life  measure  on  the  same  date. 
Lynch,  a  Democrat  rejected  a 
parental  notification  bill 
despite  strong  support  in  the 
state  legislature.  The  Senate 
voted  1/-7  for  the  legislation 
while  the  House  approved  it 
256-102.  The  bill  would  have 
required  an  abortion  doctor  to 
notify  in  writing  at  least  one 
parent  of  an  under-age  girl  48 
hours  before  doing  an  abortion. 

The  National  Right  to  Life 
Committee  (NRLC)  said 
Lynch’s  stated  reasons  for  the 
veto  form  a  "litany  of  excuses" 
that  support  exceptions  that 
would  aid  abusers  of  minor' 
girls.  "Governor  Lynch's  veto 
says  to  New  Hampshire  par- 


state  legislation,  said  in  a 
written  release.  "This  is  a 
totally  irresponsible  decision 
which  can  only  give  comfort 
to  pedophiles.' 

There  are  29  states  with 
parental  involvement  laws  that 
are  being  enforced,  according 
to  NPLC 

Meanwhile,  the  North 
Carolina  Senate  passed  in  a  29- 
20  vote  June  15  a  bill  requiring 
a  24-hour  waiting  period 
before  an  abortion,  according 
to  the  Charlotte  Observer.  The 
legislation  also  would  require 
an  abortion  doctor  to  show  the 
mother  considering  an  abor-  , 
tion  an  ultrasound  image  of 
her  unborn  child.  The  House 
passed  the  bill  71-48. 

In  Maine,  the  state  House  of 
Representatives  voted  down 


LifeNews  reported  June  8.  The 
House  voted  80-63  against  a  bill 
to  strengthen  a  parental  consent 
law,  88-58  against  an  informed 
consent  measure  and  81-63 
against  a  24-hour  waiting  period. 

The  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  passed  June  16 
a  measure  barring  funding  for 
the  abortion  drug  RU  486, 
including  its  use  in  "telemedi¬ 
cine/  or  Webcam,  abortions. 

Members  of  the  House  voted 
240-176  for  foe  amendment, 
which  was  attached  to  a  spend¬ 
ing  bill  for  foe  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  and  related  agen¬ 
cies.  The  House  approved  foe 
overall  spending  217-203. 


The  pro-life  amend rrffcnt, 
sponsored  by  Rep.  Steve 
King,  R.-Iowa,  prohibits  any 
money  granted  in  the  bill 
from  being  used  for  the  two- 
step  abortion  drug.  It  takes 
particular  aim  at  "telemed' 
aoortion,  a  method  developed 
by  Planned  Parenthood  in 
Iowa  to  dispense  RU  486  to  a 
woman  by  means  of  video- 
conferencing. 

King's  amendment  clarifies 
that  telemedicine"  grants 
may  not  be  used  to  disburse 
the  abortion  drug,  according 
to  his  office.  About  1,900 
"telemed"  abortions  using  RU 
486  have  been  performed  in 
Iowa,  his  office  said. 


1.  Ethel  Church,  Ethel,  has  called  Joey  Barnard  as  pastor 
effective  June  6.  Front,  Mark  and  Mary  Barnard;  back, 
Cheri  and  Joey  Banard. 


Limn  Singletary,  an  associate  professor  of  biology  at 
William  Carey  University's  Tradition  Campus  in  Biloxi, 
has  recently  been  selected  to  participate  in  the  17th 
Annual  Advanced  Technology  Environmental  and  Energy 
Center  (ATEF.C)  Fellows  Institute  funded  by  the  National 
Science  Foundation  (NSF).  The  10-day  course,  from  June 
21  -  July  1,  is  sponsored  by  the  University  of  Nortnem 
Iowa  and  held  in  Itasca  State  Park,  Minn. 


building  at  Mississippi  College  to  enhance  the  university's 
programs  that  prepare  future  physicians  and  dentists.  Work 
wilfbegin  in  July  and  end  a  year  later  on  the  20,000-square- 
foot  bunding  adjacent  to  foe  Hederman  Science  Building  on 
the  Clinton  campus.  It  will  indude  a  4,800-square-Toot 
gross  anatomy  lab  that  will  house  MC's  human  dissection 
course  for  undergraduate  and  graduate  students.  Other  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  medical  sciences  building  will  include  two  large 
classrooms  and  a  histology  lab.  There  will  be  2,700-square 
feet  of  office  and  research  space  for  biology  faculty  to  work 
with  students  at  the  Christian  university.  1  Singletary 

Miaaiaaippi  College's  summer  enrolment  has  grown  from  1,937  students  a  year  ago  to  2,180 

SCh°°1  erW°lment  S1*™  118  students  and  undergraduate 

Ca^yUniv«sity's  head  softball  coach,  Wendy  Hogue,  and  assistant  coaches,  Craig 
Set(tfIJand,CVase  9°,leman'  were  selected  as  the  East  Region  Coaching  Staff  of  foe  Year  by 

Association  (NFCA)  and  foe  National  Association  of 
Intercollegiate  Athletics  (NAIA).  Head  coach  Hogue  and  her  assistants  led  foe  Lady 
Crusaders  to  a  54-8  record  and  advanced  to  the  fifth  day  of  the  NAIA  Softball  Championship 
Game.  They  are  currently  ranked  #3  in  foe  nation.  Shown  are  Hogue,  Fletcher;  and  Coleman! 


4a.  Hogue 


Stole  McGu&e 

Jerry  and  Glenda  Fry 

Doris  F.McLeUand -  • 

Mack  A  Vera  Bums 
Mrs.  Zack  Quell)  Moak 

Cedi  Rhodes  SSCFBC 
Brookhaven 
Louise.  Ed,  Cynrhia  A 
Tommy  Smith 
Chad  Moharned 

Mrs.  Opal  D.  Blakemore 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Naskrent 

Jimmy  A  Susan  Hardy 
John  W.  Norton 

The  Richard  A  Tony  Roger 
Famibe 
PauJ  Nunnery 

Ms.  Margaret  N.  Falkmanr 
Mr  Marshall  L  O'Neil 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker 


Bud  A  Kim  Doherty 
Phil  A  Jackye  Murray 
Bernice  Rives 

Stanton  BC  Natchez, 

W.  B.  "Boots"  Rives 

Tom  A  Bettye  Coward 
Mrs.  Corine  Roberts 

Mrs.  AJlyne  Statham 
Mike  Rodgers 

Mrs.  Doris  R.  Young 
Laura  Goyer  Rogers 

Tom  A  Bettye  Coward 
Mary  Anne  Sanders  Roas 

Frank  A  Sandra  Croothwoii 
Dr  Randy  Russell 

Leonard  A  Barbara  Bennett 
Mrs.  Carol  Saveli 

Robert  A  Liz  Tuggle 
Nell  Shelby 

Mrs.  Shirley  J.  Hastings 
Ford  Shivers 

Mrs.  Ida  Mae  Bridges 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Singleton 

Kearney  A  Bobbie  Travis 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E - 

Atherton 

Donny  A  Pam  Schilling 
John  M.  "Marty"  Smith 

John  Wayne  A  Christye 
VanHom 
Stella  Smith 

Higdon  A  Helen 
Herrington 
Mr  Bynum  Speed 

Mr  A  Mis.  Jimmy  Goff 
Hal  Spence 

Jerry  A  Glenda  Fry 
Velma  Stalling* 

JoA Jirimie  Smithey 
Susan  Staffvim — - - 

Mrs.  ADyne  Statham 
Iva  Steele 

Mrs.  Shirley  J.  Hastings 

Mrs.  Minnie  Stephens 

TEL  SSCFBC  Magee 
Bettye  Stewart 

Bettye  Stewart  SSCFBC 
Eupora 

Joe  Stewart - 

Median  Adt  5,  Woodridge 

Nancy  Carol  Tarver 
Mrs.  Arm  Frazier 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Dicker 

Hugh  A  Carolyn  Phillips 
Mrs.  lynn  Underwood 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Pascagoula 

Chuck  A  Sonya  Brushaber 
Jack  Vance 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L 


u  Ammy  Van  Hooser 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bobby  R. 
Redding 
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4b.  Fletcher 


Obituary 


4c.  Coleman 
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so  me 


,  fji  .jV”  ~m — va  ssi  *nu  riuio,  vKiuana, 

the  Philippines,  and  Yokohama,  Japan.  He  was  married 
Aug.  1,  1947  to  Willie  Jean  Ramage,  for  64  years.  Ht  was 
a  minister  for  46  years,  serving  Union  Grove,  Pleasant 
Grove,  Parker,  College  Hill,  Second  Church,  Drivers  Hat, 
Antioch,  and  Rocky  Mount  churches  in  Calhoun  County; 
Montevista,  Webster  County;  Coldwater,  Neshoba 
County;  Epehsus,  Scott  County;  Carnation,  Chickasaw 
County;  Phillip,  Tallahatrhia  C rmnEy;  Randolph.  PnnEntnr- 
County;  and  Glendale,  Washington  County.  He  served  on 
a  medical-dental  mission 
trip  to  Honduras  in  1984. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  I  f /*■ 

Jean  Pendergrast,  Derma; 

daughter,  Deborah  Lofton 

(Frank),  Calhoun  City;  son, 

taau-sJ’gasr' 

L^torer^g?TabgraiId<foddk  tow  bank  nt*i  *  »»<**  Probate 

Jacob  Lofton;  and  sister, 

Dorthy  Felker,  Fairview,  Ta ’ytyT ^ 

Ore.  He  was  preceded  in  HMlpM 
death  bv  a  daughter,  Wanda 
Kay  Pendergrast,  parents, 

John  L.  and  Myrtle 

Pendergrast,  and  one  broth-  m,...  . 

er  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  O  Mir#  Financial 
services  were  held  at  11  a.m.  n  .QAfl  fill  1  *9  cj 
at  Derma  Church  with  bur-  ■ 

ial  in  New  Liberty  cemetery,  404  B  Orchard  Park  Dr.  £ 
Calhoun  County,  May  13.  fThtnaland.  MIS  39157  X 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Personal  Rights 

Philippians  3:17-21;  2  Peter  2:10tvl9 


'  Beth  Bowman 


This  week  begins  a  series  of  5 
lessons  on  our  freedom  in  Christ 
Believers  may  confuse  our 
Christian  freedom  with  a  license 
to  sin.  There  is  always  a  tempta¬ 
tion  among  Christians  to  indulge 
in  the  pleasures  of  this  world  that 
are  most  often  attributed  to  the 
ungodly.  In  today's  lesson.  Peter 
ana  Paul  challenge  the  believers 
of  their  day  who  faced  similar 
temptations  as  we  do  in  21st 
Century  America. 

Personal  Freedom  means  doing 
it  my  way.  (2  Peter  2:10b-14) 
Peter  is  describing  people 
who  have  no  fear  of  Goa.  They 
enjoy  doing  wrong  in  full  view 
of  God  and  those  witnessing 
their  sinful  lifestyles.  Verse  13 
says  it  this  way,  *rhey  count  it  a 
pleasure  to  revel  in  the  day¬ 
time.”  (NASB).  They  also  enjoy 


being  deceitful.  They  are 
always  looking  for  ways 
to  sin  with  hearts  full  of 
greed.  The  phrase 
"trained  in  greed"  means  B< 
that  those  living  unapolo- 
getic,  sinful  lives  have  allowed 
Satan  to  create  a  gluttonous 
desire  for  more  worldly  plea¬ 
sure.  This  describes  he  people 
of  Peter's  day  who  revel  m  their 
personal  freedom,  living  as  if 
mere  is  no  higher  authority  they 
are  accountable  to.  They  have  no 
apologies  for  heir  lifestyle.  The 
ungodly  even  take  great  plea¬ 
sure  in  seeing  others  join  than  in 
their  selfish  sinfulness. 

Personal  Freedom  means  giv¬ 
ing  an  account  (2  Peter  2:15-19) 
Peter  compared  self  indulgent 
sinners  to  Balaam.  In  Numbers 
22-24,  God  used  a  donkey  to  con¬ 
front  Balaam  when  he  was  seek¬ 
ing  to  flaunt  his  personal  free¬ 


dom  in  the  face  of  God 
and  what  He  had 
instructed  him  to  do.  In 
describing  these  sin¬ 
ners,  Peter  refers  to 
hem  as  "springs  with¬ 
out  water  ana  mists 
driven  by  a  storm."  In 
other  words,  there 
appears  to  be  pleasure 
and  contentment  in 
Bowman  their  lives  but  the  reality 
is  there  is  a  deep  empti¬ 
ness  to  a  life  lived  in  rebellion  to 
God.  While  those  exercising  their 
freedom  to  live  a  life  of  sin  seem 
to  be  carefree  and  experiencing 
he  pleasures  of  this  world  with¬ 
out  consequence,  in  reality,  hey 
are  slaves  to  sin  and  Satan.  Peter 
is  challenging  and  confronting 
their  sinfulness  with  he  reality  of 
their  emptiness. 

Personal  Freedom  means 
rejecting  self  indulgence 
(Philippians  3:17-19) 

Paul  encourages  the 
Philippians  to  recognize  the  sin¬ 
ful,  depraved  living  of  hose  out¬ 
side  of  God's  wilL  He  reminds 
them  that  their  hope  is  in  heaven. 
Paul  challenged  the  Philippians 


Explore  the  Bible 

Never  Say  It's  Hopeless 

Jeremiah  18:1-15 


r  Harold  Simmons 


_  "If  it  ain't  broke;  don't  fix  it' 
That  is  an  admonition  I  have 
heard  many  times.  And  here  is 
some  truth  in  the  saying.  The 
idea  is  hat  if  something  is  doing 
what  it  was  created  to  do,  then 
don't  do  anything  to  it 

In  the  creation  narrative;  there 
is  a  repetitive  phrase:  "And  God 
saw  that  it  was  good"  (Genesis  1 
NIV).  Even  after  God  created 
man,  the  phrase  is  used.  At  hat 
point  man  did  not  need  "fixing" 
However;  after  introducing  sin 
into  the  world,  man  did  need  fix¬ 
ing  and  God  was  willing  to  do 
just  that  God  created  us  and  is 
able  and  willing  to  fix  he  sin 
problem  in  our  lives.  Jeremiah 
brings  this  revelation  to  us  in  our 
study  passage. 


Appreciate  the  Lord's 
Patience 
(Jeremiah  18:1-4) 

Jeremiah  is  so  careful  to 
let  us  know  that  the  mes-  Si 
sage  in  these  verses  is  from 
the  Lord.  Jeremiah  did  not 
dream  this  up.  This  phrase,  which 
occurs  ova  and  over  in  Jeremiah, 
is  to  validate  what  is  being  given 
to  Jeremiah.  The  source  is  God; 
the  message  is  God's. 

Not  only  did  God  want 
Jeremiah  to  near  what  He  said. 
He  wanted  Jeremiah  to  have  a 
visual  to  reinforce  what  he  was 
telling  him.  God  sent  Jeremiah  to 
the  potter's  house  to  watch  what 
was  happening  there.  When  he 
arrived,  the  potter  was  "throw¬ 
ing"  a  jar  which  was  probably  the 
moot  common  item  the  potter 
made.  That  would  mean  that  the 
potter  had  the  most  experience  in 
making  a  jar.  But  there  was  a 


flaw  in  the  tar.  This 
flaw  caused  the  potter 
to  start  ova  using  the 
same  clay.  The  potter 
made  another  jar  that 
may  not  have  been 
shaped  just  like  the  first 
jar.  The  new  jar's  shape 
was  up  to  the  potter 
"so  he  made  another 
Simmons  iar  as  it  seemed  good 
for  him  to  do" 
(Jeremiah  18:4b  HCSB). 
The  potter's  patience  is  seen  as  he 
made  the  flawed  jar  into  some¬ 
thing  useful. 

God  is  Ilk  2  the  jotter.  When 
we.  His  creation,  became  flawed 
with  sin,  God  patiently  uses  our 
"day"  to  remake  us  into  some- 


are  the  same  substance  who  are 
remade  (borr.  again)  as  a  new  cre¬ 
ation.  "Therefore  if  anyone  is  in 
Grist  he  is  a  new  creation;  the 
old  has  gone  the  new  has  come!" 
( 2  Corinthia  is  5:17  NIV) 
Appreciate  the  Lord's  Power 
(Jereniah  185-10) 

Not  only  is  God  willing  to  take 
away  our  flaw  of  sin.  He  is  able  to 


to  follow  the  examples  he  had 
held  up  for  them  along  with  the 
example  of  others  who  were  liv¬ 
ing  fix  Grist  Those  who  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  sin  are  enemies  of  Grist 
There  is  no  middle  ground;  you 
are  living  for  Grist  or  you  are 
not  In  Galatians  220,  Paul  said  "I 
have  been  crucified  with  Grist" 
Those  living  in  rebellion  to  God 
are  willing  enemies  of  the  cross  of 
Grist  The  end  result  fix  a  life 
dedicated  to  self  is  destruction. 
Paul  reminds  us  that  the  ungodly 
only  think  about  today  with  no 
thought  of  the  consequences  for 
their  behavior. 

Personal  Freedom  means 
Heaven  is  waiting  for  believers 
Philippians  3:20-21 
Paul  reminds  the  Philippian 
believers  of  their  ultimate  dti- 
zenshipvin  heaven.  We  are  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  return  of  our  Savior 
and  Lord.  When  He  returns  our 
bodies  will  be  changed.  They 
will  be  transformed  into  heaven¬ 
ly,  eternal  bodies.  This  process  is 
called  glorification.  Paul  used  five 
piromise  of  our  glorification  as  an 
encouragement  to  the  church  in 
Philippi  to  stay  devoted  to 


do  so.  He  has  the  power  to 
remove  our  sin  as  far  as  the  east  is 
from  five  west  Just  as  the  day 
was  responsive  to  five  pxjwer  of 
five  potter  to  create  another  jar; 
we  need  to  be  responsive  to 
God's  power  to  change  us. 

The  Lord  tells  Jeremiah  of  His 
power  (sovereignty)  ova  all  the 
nations,  not  just  Israel  and  Judah. 
The  nations  are  also  Ffis  creations 
and  unda  His  control.  By  His 
power;  God  can  eitha  build  up 
or  tear  down  a  nation  of  people. 
What  God  does  to  any  people  is 
completely  dependent  oh  their 
response  to  God. 

A  wise  old  man  was 
approached  by  a  young  man 
wno  thought  he  could  out¬ 
smart  the  wise  old  man.  "Old 
man,"  he  said.  "What  do  I  have 
in  my  hand?"  The  old  man 
could  see  a  bird's  tail  sticking 
pnit  of  the  younger's  hand  ana 
said  "a  bind."  "iSght,  but  is  the 
bird  alive  or  dead?"  The  young 
man  had  told  his  friends  that  3 
the  old  man  said  that  the  bird 
was  alive,  he  would  crush  it 
before  he  opiened  his  hand.  If 


Christ  We  can  claim  this 
piromise  for  our  culture  today. 

There  is  an  old  saying, 
"Imitation  is  five  sinoerest  form  of 
flattery."  I  was  reminded  of  this 
when  our  3  year  old  grandson. 
Cade,  came  to  five  house  this 
week.  His  head  was  shaved  and 
he  was  grinning  from  ear  to  ear. 
His  Mom  explained  to  me  that 
each  time  Brandon,  ha  husband 
and  Cade's  dad,  shaved  his  head. 
Cade  insisted  on  shaving  his  also. 
It  makes  us  smile  to  see  that  pre- 
dous  boy  wanting  to  imitate  his 
dad's  hairstyle.  We  pray  that 
Cade  will  grow  up  to  imitate  his 
Dad's  love  fix  God  and  family, 
too.  It  is  a  great  example  of  what 
Paul  encouraged  the  Believers  to 
do  in  rtiiL3:l7:  "Join  with  others 
in  following  my  example,  broth¬ 
ers,  and  take  note  of  those  who 
live  according  to  five  pattern  we 
gave  you."  (NIV)  Lets  all  reject 
what  the  world  offers  and  imitate 
those  who  live  Godly,  holy  lives! 

Bowmar ►  is  Minister  of 
Connection  at  First  Church, 
Brandon,  and  a  speaker  fin 
women's  events. 


the  old  man  said  the  bird  was 
dead,  the  young  man  would 
open  his  hand  and  let  the  bird 
fly  away.  The  old  man  thought 
for  a  moment  and  said  'It  is  as 
you  wilL" 

The  Lord  told  Jeremiah  the 
fate  of  any  nation  was  as  they 
will.  If  they  responded  to  the 
Lord,  He  would  opien  His 
hand  and  let  them  survive.  If 
not.  He  would  crush  them 
and  destroy  them. 

Amend  Your  Ways 
(Jeremiah  1&11-15) 

The  Lord  tells  Jeremiah  what 
He  is  about  to  do  to  His  pieople 
and  how  they  can  interrupt 
these  plans.  But  God  knows 
how  this  people  will  react  In 
their  stubbornness,  they  will 
continue  what  they  are  doing 
even  though  they  know  what 
God  is  going  to  bring  about. 
God  brings  a  very  serious 
charge  against  them,  but  they 
just  shrug  it  off.  Sounds  very 
much  like  us  today. 

Simmons  is  currently  interim 
pastor  at  Castilla  Church,  Castilla 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Personal  Checklist 

Galatians  3:1-3,10-14,19-26 


They  have  contrary 
functions  and  purpos¬ 
es.  To  endow  the  Law 
with  any  capacity  to 


produce  righteous¬ 
ness  is  to  plagiarize 


vet,  "O  Foolish 
itians"  (vs  1,NASB). 


Gospel.  The  fulness 
1  brings  dona-  the  gn 
It  pleads  for  lovefo 
hands  to  take  five  Ho 
w  is  being  offered,  pels  u 

Paul  was  The  Law  has  nothing  keepin 

his  frustration  with  to  give.  It  demands,  and  its  us  to  th 
at  Galatia.  They  had  demands  are  impossible."  In  w 

ith  in  Jesus  but  were  Those  trying  to  five  unda  the  that  flu 
ng  to  the  law  to  pro-  laws  are  cursed  because  there  is  longer 
eep  their  righteous-  no  way  anyone  can' 


tions. 


refers  to  more  of  a  child -protec-  What"  s  five  take  away  from  all 
tor.  Some  translations  use  five  of  this?  Throw  away  your  spiritu- 
word  tutor  or  custodian.  The  al  "to-do"  fists  if  they  are  keeping 
all  of  Greek  word  is  actually  paidago- 
gos  .  Bible  Gateway  explains  five 
paidagogo6  as  a  ’'slave  whose 
special  task  was  to  look  after  a 
child.  He  exercised  a  general 
g  on  the  Holy  (Galatians  3:19-26)  supervision  ova  the  boy's  activi- 

ospel,  however;  The  Law  was  given  because  of  ties,  and  it  was  his  responsibility 

girt  of  the  Holy  the  sinfulness  of  man.  It  was  a  to  bring  him  to  the  teacha  who 
:  it  is  five  nature  guide  fix  right  living  until  the  would  give  him  the  instruction 

to  convey  good  piromised  one,  Jesus,  would  that  befitted  his  station."  Among 

and  five  Gospel  come.  The  Law  was  the  only  way  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans  the 

tionary  and  had  been  the  condition  of  the  pieople  of  God  gives  Jeremiah  some 
fix  centuries.  Hie  pieo-  Jerusalem  in  Jeremiah's  day.  very  strong  words  to  report  to 
pie  were  praying  to  a  After  all  the  affronts  they  had  the  king  and  the  pieople  of 

god  that  could  not  do  given  five  Lord,  their  king  sent  Judah.  God  wants  them  to 

anything  fix  them.  This  envoys  to  Jeremiah  to  ask  the  understand  five  severity  of  their 
god  corid  not  diange  Lord  to  do  some  "wonderful  actions.  God  fully  intends  for 
anything  in  their  fives,  works"  to  get  them  out  of  their  five  oppressed  to  be  vindicated. 


the  Law. 


Bowman  is  Minister  of 
Connection  at  First  Church, 
Brandon,  and  a  speaker  for 
women's  events. 
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Submit  to  Divine  Discipline 

Jeremiah  19-3-6;  21: 1-5, 11-12 

By  Harold  Simmons  Spiritual  Unfaithfulness 

(Jeremiah  19-3-6) 

The  coach  said,  "Bend  ova  The  pieople  had  made  a 

and  catch  your  ankles."  I  knew  covenant  with  God.  He 
what  was  coming  next.  I  could  had  said  to  them  that  Hi 
hear  five  swish  of  the  paddle  as  would  be  their  God  am 
it  headed  toward  my  posterior,  they  would  be  His  peopk 
T  knew  from  experience  that  it  had  promised  to  have  rv 
was  going  to  smart.  And  it  did.  God  but  Him.  Ibis  promise,  this  non-god. 
When  I  straightened  up,  I  also  covenant,  they  had  broken.  <  ~~ 

knew  I  did  not  want  any  more  Indeed,  they  still  did  worship  nothing, 
of  the  same.  Him,  but  the  problon  was  that 

The  Lord  told  Jeremiah 
that  he  should  buy  an  earthen 

_ i _ it  A 


Jeremiah's  day  bowing  the  sins  they  were  committing  White  phosphors  is  often 
before  a  pioweriess  god.  against  the  God  whom  they  used  in  warfare.  It  has  been 
non*  They  were  even  willing  were  asking  to  help  them.  By  used  in  marking  rockets  to  pin¬ 
to  sacrifice  their  ch5-  so  doing  they  were  necogniz-  point  the  enemy  or  place  for 
dren  to  this  god,  giving  their  ing  His  piower  but  not  His  pilots  to  drop  their  bombs. 
mo6t  precious  possession  to  five  right  to  be  worshipped  as  the  When  the  rocket  is  fired  from  a 
_  The  blood  of  the  inno-  only  true  god.  They  were  for-  forward  air  control  airplane,  the 
cent  was  being  shed  and  all  fix  getting  that  He  is  a  God  of  rocket  breaks  open  on  impact. 

Righteousness  and  can  have  The  white  phosphors  gets  oxy- 
It  is  no  wanda  to  me  that  God  no  sin  in  His  presence.  gen  it  begins  to  bum.  It  will 

was  going  to  bring  unspeakable  We,  too,  refuse  to  see  this  fact  bum  as  long  as  it  gets  oxygen.  If 
the  streets  of  horrors  upon  them.  God  said  the  in  our  lives  today.  That  is  a  self  the  chemical  gets  on  a  person's 
of  Hinnom  wodld  be  imposed  blindness.  skin,  it  will  bum  right  through 


jar  and  call  the  aty  elders  to  Tokyo,  I  came  to  a  temple  that  Valley 
the  city  gate.  There,  Jeremiah  was  very  rid.  As  I  approached  called  the  Valley  of 
was  to  smash  the  jar  in  their  the  entrance,  I  saw  incense  The  atrocities  areye 
sight  and  hearing  and  give  wands  smoking  and  sending  up  for  our  dvifized  mind 
them  a  message  from  the  sweet  smelling  pjerfume.  I  Spiritual  Blindness  i 

Lord.  They  had  broken  the  watched  people  come  and  go,  21:1-5)  _ 

covenant  with  the  Lord.  The  lighting  the  perfume  sticks  and  Someone  has  said, 
punishment  was  to  be  just  as  leaving  them  smoking.  Then  I  blrnd  person  is  the  p 
devastating  to  the  pieople  of  went  inside  the  temple  and  refuses  to  see.  I  beh 
t„ _ i _ °  i U'o  normlo  nravinv  to  an  true  for  anv  person  v> 


Simmons  is  currently  interim 
pastor  at  Castilla  Church,  Castilla 
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Phoenix,  Ariz.,  on  Saturday  evening. 


Corridor,  Southern  Baptists  Board.  "This  has  been  a  model  Raotist  Convent 

mobilized  in  Crossover  2011  th  for  how  we  can  show  people  _ _ 

bring  the  Living  Water  to  peo-  we  care  and  then  tell  diem  why 

pie  throughout  the  region's  we  care.  It’s  exciting  to  oele-  Skateboarding 

parched  deserts.  brate  those  who  have  given  The  most  creative  event  had 

Some  52  million  people  live  their  lives  to  Christ  this  week.  to  be  a  six-hour  Skateboard-A- 
and  work  in  the  oorndot  which  Tm  also  excited  that  this  has  Then,  sponsored  by  Mountain 
stretches  from  the  Phoenix  metro  been  an  opportunity  for  existing  Ridge  Church  in  Glendale,  Az., 
area  down  to  Case  Grande  and  churches  and  some  of  our  new  attended  by  hundreds  of  kids 
Tucson.  Several  hundred  of  those  church  plants  to  gain  a  higher  and  parents  on  Saturday, 
people  are  new  believers  in  profile  in  the  community,"  Ezell  A  19-year-old  college  stu- 

Chnst  following  a  week  of  com-  added.  Tm  praying  all  of  our  dent  and  member  of  Mountain 

munity  evangelism  and  churches  in  die  Phoenix  and  Ridge,  Presleigh  Boulos  —  her- 
Crossover's  Saturday  events.  Tucson  areas  will  benefit  from  self  an  avid  skateboarder  — 
Phoenix  was  die  23rd  yaar  Crossover  and  keep  this  momen-  knows  skateboard  enthusiasts 
for  Crossover  an  evangelism  turn  going  long  into  the  future."  are  one  of  the  most  unreached 
event  coordinated  by  the  North  To  share  the  Gospel  the  groups  in  any  community.  So 
American  Mission  Board,  local  week  of  June  7  and  on  she  envisioned  a  dynamic 

associations,  and  churches  that  Saturday,  Arizona  Baptists  event  that  could  reach  skate- 

precedes  the  Southern  Baptist  used  dozens  of  block  parties,  boarders  with  the  Gospel. 
Convention  (SBC)  annual  meet-  a  skateboard-a-thon,  bottled  "I  was  just  hoping  to  grow 


June  14-15. 


Convention  (SBC)  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  This  marks  die  second  time  water  distribution,  painting 
the  annual  meeting  has  been  in  and  landscaping  projects  at 
Phoenix,  the  first  fine  in  2003.  area  schools,  community  arts 
"This  past  week,  Arizona  and  cultural  festivals,  women- 
Baptists  have  truly  shown  their  only  events  and,  of  course, 
neighbors  the  love  of  Christ  in  door-to-door  evangelism. 


time,"  said  Moul 
tor  of  Mountain  1 


f  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Avondale,  Ai,  lead  two  uniden- 
Arizona  residents  to  the  lord  on  June  12  after  the  two  men  set  up 
r  slides  for  a  Crossover  2011  block  party  at  the  Church  of 
vhead  m  Glendale,  Az.  The  evangelistic  outreach  was  one  of  70 
sored  by  Arizona  Southern  Baptist  Churches  prior  to  the  Southern 
st  Convention  Annual  Meeting  June  14-15  at  the  Phoenix 
ention  Center.  (BP  photo) 


